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Objective/Learning Target:
I can analyze relationships and interactions within and 

between human and physical systems to explain reciprocal 
influences that occur among them.



Warm Up: Are you afraid of clowns? Why? How has popular culture, such as movies, 
TV and books, fed in to these fears?



People have been terrified of clowns for centuries. Read this article from 
Smithsonian Magazine about the history of the fear of clowns and how it plays out 
today.

Why do you think this is true? What could be some misconceptions, fears, or 
phobias about clowns? Did the film offer any clues about these fears or 
misconceptions?

Answer these questions on this form. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-history-and-psychology-of-clowns-being-scary-20394516/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSds--V0wFRx6lgC_HousyNQxLF0JOfJwOmQY9KLrDvdU6tN9g/viewform?usp=sf_link


I once heard a radio host say that humor should be challenging and push the 
boundaries of what is normally appropriate or acceptable in society. Comedians and 
other entertainers aren’t just supposed to make people laugh, but to reveal the 
truth about the human condition, what it means to be human.

Here are a few articles about the role of humor in society.

BBC "How comedy makes us better people"

The five functions of humor

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20160829-how-laughter-makes-us-better-people
https://theunboundedspirit.com/the-5-functions-of-humor-psychology-of-humor/


Answer the following question on this form.

How can humor create just enough distance from "reality" to help tell a deeper 
truth?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexoOU3Ef0QFE0vgSGAp8oNvhU5b7pVApIokcSj_M5VHiA13A/viewform?usp=sf_link


Additional Resources

Mrs. Keane grew up watching the “Bozo the Clown” TV show. Here is a clip: Bozo the Clown

Denise Winterman, "Shakespearean Fools: Their modern equivalents." BBC News Magazine, March 31, 2012.

https://youtu.be/Jazul4LoXmk
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17476117

